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 Flora was seven and Linda was 
five when their family moved to a big city 
in Brazil named Porto Alegre. They were a 
family of missionaries. In the state of 
Mato Grosso, near the border with 
Paraguay, the girls had watched their 
parents teach some Indians of the Terena 
tribe how to share the good news about 
Jesus. Now, in the state capital of Rio 
Grande do Sul, their parents wanted to 
make friends for Jesus and start a church. 

What could Flora and Linda do to 
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help? To begin with, they made 
friends with neighbor kids their 
age. Soon their parents got the 
idea of having a meeting in the 
house, for kids only, once a 
week. Dad would play his 
accordion while everybody 
sang. Then they would watch a 
short film, and Mom would tell 
a Bible story with pictures. 

Quite a few kids came 
to the meetings in their house. 
One little boy from across the 
street would get tired and start to 
cry, and his sister would have to 
take him home. 

But Ana Meri, who was 
Linda’s age and lived next door, 
never came. Her mother always 
said, “We have our own 
religion!”  

One day Flora and 
Linda got a cardboard box and 
pretended that it 
was a 
loudspeaker. 
They took it up 
into a tree in the 
yard and shouted 
into a make-
believe 
microphone: 
“Hey, everybody! 
Our Dad knows 
all about Jesus! If 
you want to know 
about Jesus, just 
come and talk to our Dad!”  

There was a high wall 
between their house and Ana 
Meri’s. But at one end there was 
a way of climbing up and 

looking over. Then Ana Meri 
would climb up on her side and 
they would talk. Flora and Linda 
gave her a book of stories from 
the Bible. And they would tell 
her the Bible lesson that Mom 
had given in the kids’  meeting. 

But when the family 
went to the USA for a home 
assignment, none of those kids 
had believed in Jesus. After a 
year the family came back to 
Porto Alegre, but went to live in 
another part of the city. Flora 
and Linda thought: “Well, we 
tried, but we didn’ t get any of 
those kids to open up their lives 
to Jesus.”  

Years later, their Dad 
was in his office in downtown 
Porto Alegre, where he ran a 
Bible correspondence school 
and directed a training course 

that taught people 
to be Christian 
leaders. A young 
man walked in 
and said, “You 
don’ t recognize 
me, but I’m that 
little boy in 
diapers that used 
to cry in your 
kids’  meetings 
and have to be 
taken home. After 
you went away, 

my Dad said, ‘Those people 
were so good to us! I want to get 
to know about their Jesus!’  Our 
whole family is Christian now. 
My Dad is preaching about 
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